






08/08/2021 - 17 20 08/08/2021 - 17:20 Mark Ashley My Testimony Remains but Allow 
me to Repeat

Commission members first and foremost, competitive districts is paramount.  I have not lived in one in all of my adult years here as an 
son of Arizona.  I and would wager that that might have been the case during my years  as a minor.  Residents of my current LD, 23, have 
for far too long known that the election for house and state senate is over at the primary.  The Republicans "chosen" if there was indeed a 
primary, would be the winner in the general.  Residents of LD23 need hope.  Let me next go to AZ CD6...again, here the Republican 
nominee wins though we are coming closer.  Residents of 6 need hope.  I ask you to consider this when maps are drawn.

Mark N. Ashley
Scottsdale.

08/08/2021 - 18 23 08/08/2021 - 18:23 MYRON WARSHAW Redistricting suggestions I understand that the committee’s objectives are to  design districts that are competitive based on electoral statistics , free of obscure 
uneven boundaries and avoid any appearance of gerrymandering. To accomplish this please consider the following facts about my 
legislative and congressional district. 
1.  In AZ LD23, Republicans have a 20 point registration advantage.
2.  Only about 18% of registered Independents lean Democratic in LD23.
3.  The actual vote counts in the last several election cycles prove that competitiveness matters.

It is important to note that some might argue the opposite. However, to argue the opposite would prevent the IRC from accomplishing its 
goals. Thank you. 

08/08/2021 - 19 05 08/08/2021 - 19:05 Jeannine Reno Community Map is Difficult to 
Master

I would like to comment on the Community Map feature of the listening tour.  It is very difficult to draw, even on a laptop screen.  I am 
normally tech-savvy, but had a hard time finding the points without having to zoom in and out multiple times.  I cannot imagine how the 
underserved population was supposed to manage with this.  I noticed there are very few submissions from the Navajo and Apache 
counties on reservation lands.  Since you cancelled your listening tour there as well, this population was eliminated physically, by denying 
in person meetings, and economically by many not having internet access.  I feel sad that you did not do more to accommodate our 
Northern Arizona tribal communities.  You can see by the amount of maps submitted, and the lack of participation in this area, that my is 
observation is accurate. 

08/09/2021 - 08:47 08/09/2021 - 08:47 Barbara Miller can't get to map I tried more than once so now I can't do it.  Can you do something from there to let me back in .  Or should I just send my comments 
without a map??

08/09/2021 - 08:49 08/09/2021 - 08:49 Marion Elaine Pack Community of Interest comments I tried to send my comments through the Community of Interest survey. After spending almost an hour to figure out the map. When I 
added my comments it said they were too long. This is a stupid request when you are asking for in depth comments. The following are my 
comments.
To the Redistricting Commissioners,
My first request is that the mapping process not be rushed. Although you have had numerous meetings there are still rural communities 
who have not had an opportunity to give input on their Community of Interest.
Those include: 

San Luis, Yuma County,Native communities in Navajo (Kayenta, Kykotsmovi Village), Gila (San Carlos), Pinal (Sacaton) and Pima (Sells) 
Counties. They are communities that were originally listed on the draft schedule, but were later cancelled included many communities of 
color.

Regarding my own Community of Interest, I live in the county portion of Prescott. We consider ourselves a quad-city area which include, 
Prescott, Chino Valley, and Prescott Valley. Also, Mayer, Dewey-Humbolt, Spring Valley should be included. These small communities lie 
west of the 17, and are all on Hwy. 69. The 69 is the main artery stretching from the 17 to Prescott where it intersects Hwy 89.  I believe 
that this area is its own Community of Interest.

Although Jerome, Cottonwood and Sedona are part of Yavapai County, we laughing call those communities, on the other side of the ( 
Mingus) mountain.  Their economies are partial tourism of a different kind than Prescott, and agriculture. There is even a separate county 
administration building in Cottonwood. 

Lastly, I ask each of you to maintain your independence as a non-partisan commission. I fear that there may be others very egger to 
pressure your decisions. We need fair and competitive maps.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Marion Pack





08/09/2021 - 13 53 08/09/2021 - 13:53 Bruce Flocken Testimony to the IRC - Written 
Only

My name is Bruce Flocken.  I'm a retired Gilbert (LD12) resident for the past 25 years and an Arizona resident for 42 years. I was a 
Phoenix and Glendale resident for the other 17 years.

I've participated in all elections before and after the year 2000 Prop 106 that created the much needed Independent Redistricting 
Commission (IRC), with it's stated mission to create fair and competitive districts.  In most Legislative and Congressional District elections 
over my 42 years in Arizona, I've felt the elections were very one-sided, with many candidates unopposed because of the district's 
uncompetitive composition.  In 2020 for example, one LD candidate won by close to 20% over the opposing candidate. A second LD 
candidate was unopposed in 2020 except by a late write-in candidate.  This offered little real choice to voters in the LD even though the 
state of Arizona registered voters are almost evenly divided into thirds for Independent and political party registration.  Voter's should 
have more competitive choices that more closely represent the evenly divided electorate.

I applaud the previous work of the IRC and I recognize that perfection is unattainable. My voting experience indicates that the current IRC 
can improve on it's past efforts.

I urge the IRC to keep a sharp focus on the 2000 Prop 106 mission of creating fair and competitive districts in the 2020 redistricting, while 
protecting or enhancing the representation of communities of interest.

Thank you,

Bruce Flocken
Gilbert

08/09/2021 - 14 28 08/09/2021 - 14:28 Barbara rosenberg Communities of interest I have listened to some of the individuals regarding communities of interest.  There are those that ask to be with certain individuals, and 
also those that ask not to be with certain individuals.  If communities of interest is held as a priority, it begins to sound like a form of 
gerrymandering.
I believe the most important considerations should be population size, and keeping districts contiguous. The fairest way to set up districts 
would be if there was a commuter program that could do that.  
Please create competitive districts, and please do it fairly.   
Thank you

08/09/2021 - 14:43 08/09/2021 - 14:43 Julie M Pindzola Assembling and retrieving public 
input on district mapping

Hello RC
I see others are asking this important question too, but it bears repeating.  How are you planning to assemble, organize and then apply 
the many many public comments you are receiving on COI?  I guess the same question will apply to the public's pending review of the 
draft maps as well.  Who is on tap to read and sort all of this data - particularly the written dialogue?  Are you keeping track of the hard 
copy submittals you receive?   How, and by whom, are you catching all the live (recorded) testimony collected at the public hearings for 
actual study and use?  We the public would like to know how you are prepared to do all of this??

When a map is submitted, will it be simply the most numerous overlays that prevail?  This would seem to make sense on its face but how 
do you ensure that it is not really a bot-like swarm?  I'm sorry to be a thorn but we would really like to understand what is behind the 
curtain on all this.

Thank you and staff/consultants for all your work on this important project.   We do appreciate you very much, even though sometimes 
our questions and comments are a pain :)   Could you please spend more time addressing the public comments and answer our 
questions at your regular IRC meetings?  THANK YOU   





08/09/2021 - 16 35 08/09/2021 - 16:35 Margaret J 
Hendrickson

Public Comments for AZ 
Redistricting Commission

I was unable to attend your recent Tucson public comment meeting and unable to use the map to draw boundaries, so I appreciate being 
able to submit public comment to the Commission here.

My Community of Interest is the region  including and surrounding the Santa Rita and Patagonia Mountains because this community 
holds so many common interests and concerns for this vast and fragile ecosystem we share.  My Community of Interest includes all 
postal codes in Green Valley, the City of Sahuarita, and all of Santa Cruz County. 

The economy of our small communities is dependent on visitors, tourists and residents who are drawn to this region because of its great 
biodiversity.  Madera Canyon and Patagonia are both important birding areas and bring many winter snowbirds and visitors to the area 
without whom these communities would fail. This unique southwest desert ecosystem crosses county lines from Pima County into Santa 
Cruz County just as as our current LD 2 does. All our residents now share the very real concern about the ongoing viability and availability 
of our precious water resources. We share a common destiny if we cannot work together to protect clean, safe water for both humans and 
wildlife. 

I feel very strongly that our unique area that includes the watersheds of the Santa Rita and Patagonia Mountains has a shared destiny 
and must be allowed to come together to ensure the welfare of this community and all its residents.

08/09/2021 - 17 03 08/09/2021 - 17:03 Jay Simpson Competitiveness The IRC agenda for tomorrow's meeting includes the topic of competitiveness. 

The first and most important thing for the IRC to do is to affirm its strong commitment to draw as many competitive districts as practical 
given the limitations of the Voting Rights Act and geography (the big sort). The measure of competitiveness is less important than a clear 
direction to the mapping consultant that the goal of competitive districts should not be an after thought. 

As for the measures presented in Mr. Johnson's 39 page powerpoint presentation, it is not at all clear that it is necessary for the RC to 
limit itself to one method at this point. The experts were very clear on one point. Even though they might come at the issue from slightly 
different perspectives, their overall message to the IRC was that this is not complicated and that all of their methods would work to help 
the IRC evaluate its draft maps. Mr. McGhee even demonstrated Plan Score in real time. Dr. Duchin seemed willing to remain involved 
and give her team's feedback on draft maps. Dr. Wang brought up a template that his team had created and he offered to share. Here is 
the question you should ask: Why is there a need to narrow the information that could be provided to the RC at the draft map stage? If I 
were a serving commissioner, I would want to see the varied evaluations. The public will also be interested in seeing multiple evaluations 
of draft maps. As an aside, it would have been useful if Mr. Johnson had posted the letters he received last week from Dr. McGhee and 
Dr. Wang rather than just cite to them in his powerpoint presentation. These letters should be posted on the IRC website immediately so 
that the public has access to them before the meeting tomorrow.

Mr. Johnson's powerpoint presentation makes this seem like a difficult if not impossible task. This is the opposite of what the experts were 
each telling you. He also uses the word "complicated" to describe several of the methods under consideration which is a pejorative that is 
not useful in comparing methods. You want to have a communications strategy that makes it clear to the public which methods were 
employed in evaluating the maps; that does not mean that the public needs to be able to perform the mathematics used in the evaluation. 
It is enough to be able to say to the public that the IRC used several widely respected metrics and then identify the metric(s) employed. 

I understand that there is a need to do data entry for past election results at the census tract level in order to evaluate the maps for 
competitiveness. Given the recent growth and demographic changes in the state, it makes sense to limit the historic data to two or at 
most three election cycles. If the IRC goes back any farther, you run the risk of including data that provides a false positive. As far as 
specific elections are concerned, there seemed to be consensus that the Presidential election Data was quite useful and that several 
other state wide races such as secretary of state or treasurer could be helpful. There was also a consensus that using the gubernatorial 
races could skew the data set so those should probably be excluded. 

In sum, the experts were quite clear that evaluating maps for competitiveness is fairly easily achievable using the tools that are readily 
available to the IRC. From a policy standpoint the critical thing is for the RC to state publicly that it is committed to drawing competitive 
maps wherever possible and directing the mapping consultant to ensure that it is considered from the outset. 

08/09/2021 - 17 57 08/09/2021 - 17:57 Eve Shapiro competitive districts Please make sure the provision to create competitive districts is adhered to in the final maps. A democracy depends on people voting and 
having a choice of candidates. If the outcome is preordained by the makeup of the district, that is no longer democratic. Thank you, Eve 
Shapiro MD



08/09/2021 - 18 32 08/09/2021 - 18:32 dianne post Competitive Districts NOW is a nonprofit 501(c)(4) corporation incorporated and headquartered in Washington, D.C.  and is the largest organization of feminist 
grassroots activists in the United States. AZ NOW is a unit of the national organization, has been in existence for over fifty years, and has 
members statewide.

Since its founding in 1966, NOW’s purpose has been to take action through intersectional grassroots activism to promote feminist ideals, 
lead societal change, eliminate discrimination, and achieve and protect the equal rights of all women and girls in all aspects of social, 
political, and economic life. AZ NOW uses a variety of strategies, including public education and legislative advocacy, to advance women’
s rights and address NOW’s six key issues important to our members and women in general: (1) reproductive rights and justice; (2) 
economic justice; (3) ending violence against women; (4) racial justice; (5) LGBTQIA+ rights; and (6) constitutional equality. 

The political action work has been focused on election of candidates from local to federal levels that will work to achieve the six key 
issues.  One of the problems that has surfaced every single election cycle is the lack of competitive districts.  Arizona is very closely 
divided with nearly equal numbers of independents, Democrats and Republicans.  That should mean that our state electoral districts are 
competitive so that the voices of all are heard and have an equal opportunity to prevail.  That is not the case.  In fact, very few of the 
districts are competitive.

This has hampered the representation of those who live there as required by both the national and state constitution. Their voices are 
silenced and even when a majority of people in the district desire a certain outcome, the elected representatives who know they have a 
lock on the district, ignore them.

Our members live throughout the state so naturally some live in what are now considered Democratic districts, some live in what are 
considered Republican districts and some live in the few competitive districts.  Those who live in what are now considered Democratic 
districts have reported that they are often precinct captains and work very hard to maintain representatives who actually listen and 
respond to constituent needs.

Those who live in Republican districts have mostly lost their right of representation completely because the current party platform is 
antagonistic to the six key goals of NOW.  Even when the majority of the people in that district try to be heard, even when they want the 
elected representative to be held accountable for violating the law, they cannot overcome the financial and numerical advantage 
structured into the district e.g. LD11.  The last two years, COVID has severally constrained political work with constituents on the ground 
and will continue to do so as our state refuses to respond adequately and scientifically to the virus. We can expect another campaign 
season where people who care about public health and their neighbors cannot go door to door to campaign. 

Independents don’t have it any better because they don’t get serious competitive debates among candidates, or realistic platforms, or in-
depth information on the persons experience or abilities.  So they have limited and one-sided, information on which to make their 
decisions.  

To maintain uncompetitive districts simply increases the divisions already existing in the country and being fanned into violent flames.  t 
means that people do not have to speak to each other or hear each other but can continue to live in bubbles of their own creation.  If 
there was a fair contest, candidates would have to put forth an actual platform with concrete steps so people can evaluate them, not rely 
on empty slogans and emotional memes.  They would have to list their actual credentials and past deeds showing they have the 
knowledge and ability to make good decisions and to take appropriate action.  They would have to meet with the constituents, listen to 
their concerns and address them.  They would have to compromise – the glue missing from our political posturing today.

So while we do have to ensure that communities of interest are allowed to elect someone that represents them we also have to ensure 
that all constituents in our closely divided state have an equal voice.  

08/09/2021 - 20 38 08/09/2021 - 20:38 Roger Rushlow Redistricting Plan I believe the current district that includes Green Valley should remain unchanged.  It reflects customary travel areas and common 
interests.  
Rational districts that share common concerns, that voters are familiar with are important to the entigrity of fair voting.

08/10/2021 - 08 23 08/10/2021 - 08:23 Leslie W. Davis III Public Comment on Redistricting I am against gerrymandering to enable one political party's candidates to win.  Elections should be competitive and I believe that is best 
ensured  by mostly geographically compact districts without the inclusion of minorities into or out of districts to ensure they do not have a 
voice in the elections.  I have described what I hope in my community of interest above.

I also do NOT want to draw a map.  You technology on that survey stinks.  Was the survey done that way on purpose to reduce the 
citizen input?  It appears so from the complexity.

08/10/2021 - 09 23 08/10/2021 - 09:23 Richard W. Ferguson Redistricting  RE:  6&7 I live near Flagstaff on Koch Field Road  South of Townsend-Winona Road. Zip code 86004.  For some reason, we have been placed in 
District 7 which primarily covers the reservations. All of our representatives are from the Navajo Reservation and are unfamiliar with our 
needs.  I feel our needs would be far better represented if we were included in District 6.

Thank you for your work.
08/10/2021 - 09 33 08/10/2021 - 09:33 Kathryn Babcock Input on redistricting I was unable to create a map but want to provide input on the Green Valley-Sahuarita-Santa Cruz County areas.From Pima Mine Road 

south to the International Border, these areas share an ecosystem that includes migratory paths for numerous animals, an aquifer and 
watershed, grasslands, desert vegetation. In addition we share cultural ties: many of our families have lived here for generations and are 
bilingual, a rich cultural asset. These areas attract visitors from the US and beyond to enjoy these unique features and while they are here 
they spend a significant amount of money that supports our area.










